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Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children (National
Research Council)

Teaching Children to Read: An Evidence-Based Assessment of the
Scientific Research Literature on Reading and Its Implications for
Reading Instruction (National Reading Panel)

The Voice of Evidence in Reading Research (National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development).
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“The mission of public schooling is to offer every child full
and equal educational opportunity, regardless of the
background, education, and income of their parents. To
achieve this goal, no time is as precious or as fleeting as the
first years of formal schooling. Research consistently
shows that children who get off to a good start in reading
rarely stumble. Those who fall behind tend to stay behind

for the rest of their academic lives.”

—Burns, Griffin, & Snow; 1999, p. 61
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Until the turn of the millennia, NAEP
trend data in 4" grade reading scores
suggested unacceptably high rates of

below basic reading proficiency among

vast segments of the population of

children. The achievement gap was
widening, particularly in rural and urban
centers and in specific ethnic populations.
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Gains in 1eading contexts

Although not shown hera, gains wers also mads in 2ach of tha two reading contexts assessad at grade 4. Tha scora
inreading for Iiterary experience increased from 219 in 1992 to 223 in 2007. The score in reading for infarmation
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NAEP, 2007: Fourth

Grade Trends

http://nationsreportcard.gov

Figue 2. Trend in fourth-grade NAEP reading percentile scores
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