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e Purpoese of the Stuay,

% J0 document andidescrilbe the ways print 1s.used in the
nemes ofilew income families:

% 0 explore the relationship between the Uses of print and
emergent literacy knowledge held by young childreniin
these low Income homes.

% o further explore the relationships between
neme/community learning and schoolllearming by young
children learmingiteread and write.




Teony

% [anguage learmingresultedifirom construction of
knowledge with instances, of situated dialogue (learmers
developthelr understandings boeth implicitand explicit of

language systems through experience.

% Young chrldren begin to learn abeut reading andwriting
I thelr homes andicommunities as they ehserve and

participate in culturally situatead/literacy practices:

% Jlhestudy of literacy development must 6ccur in the
cultural contextwherethe learning originally takes




Relevant Research

% Everything children % Children/learnithat
learn abeutwritten print signifies
language Is determined language aboutthe
Py What they learn natures,
throughiexperience. characteristics, and
Jhisincludes its language ferms of
filnctionsiand values written language that
placedoniits various they experience.
fiorms withinia
particular socioculiural
community:




Emergent Literacy Research

% [Iteracy knoewledge construction takes place bothat
neme and at school.

— Acriticaliguestion for educators Isithe relationship between that
knowledge constructed at home before the enset of formal school-
pased literacy instructioniandithe knewledge gained through
participation In literacy imstruction at school.

% Some studies have concludedithat Success With School-
pased literacy was related to personal learner
EXPEriences.
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# e use written language to communicate over
Spaceand time: Thus written language must be
Slhiaped sothat meaning IS conveyed initne
ansence ofi shiared physicallcontact between

We also use written language teimake thoughts
and emoetions pemnmanent.
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The Study

% Alyeardescriptive study of the uses of prnt and its

relation to emergent literacy knowledge eceurring inithe
neme:

% [nformants were considered for the study Ifthey' met the
fiellowing criteria.

They gualifiedias low socioeconomic status.
Ihey hadatleastone child betweenithe ages ofi4 and 6.
Englishhwasithe primary language speken in the heme.




The Stuay (Continued)

w Jwenty low-1ncome families; including 24
children participated i the stuady:

# [LIteracy levels of the parents ranged from
low literate (net able to readior write) te
fiunctionally literate (able toread and write
atwhichever levelithey need to andwant
(o))




Collecting Data

% j0 ascertainthe uses of print, researchers observed daily
lIfe activity within the hemes. Each family was assigned
One graduate student research assistant:.

% Observation for each family was spreadiever the hours of
a day during which boeth children and adultswere awake
andihome over the period of aweek.

% Ohservationsfocused on all functional Uses of literacy
withinithe heme. Theyalso included excursions teieutside
sites/such as stores and social gatherings.




Collecting bata (continued)

% Researchersnotedall uses of print by all those present in
the home suchias reading, Writing;, looking at print, and
talking akboeut print.

% Researchers made note of all materials found in the home
context that were related to literacy such as heoks,
neusehold products, television guides, and writing
materials.




Results

% Entertainment andidaily livingroutines are the most
firequently mediated by print.

% Jlhe amount of storyhook reading Inthe homes was found
tobe less freguently used.

% People mainly used coupons, ads, andiseme container
text.

% Children hadiseme idea that print maps onte;speech at
the phoneme level; but had net fully graspeditie concept
vet.




% [NIS Study provides uswithia view ofiyoung childreniengaging in

varying types of literacy practices which contributes to thelr
development

% Children/firom low- SES homes learn aboutlanguage function teithe

degree they experience It i their lives:

% The Issue s creating aliteracy envirenmentwhere learning includes

emergent literacy concepts needed for Schoel SUCCEsSS.

% EUrther researnch s needed imways that schoeel andihome leamming
can burld on and compliment each other. We can facilitate a child’s
literacy development if we address culture, literacy, andischooling
and nhand.




